 WOOLLEY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 9th OCTOBER 2025

Present: Councillors C Robson, I White, A Jones and E Rowbottom

In attendance: District Councillors Andy Nicholls, Sam Harvey and one member of the public.

59/25              TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Councillor M Willis (Bereavement)

60/25		DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON AGENDA
There were no declarations of interest. Resolved that a general dispensation be granted to all Councillors to enable them to discuss any objections to planning applications
 
61/25               TO RECEIVE SUCH ITEMS THAT THE CHAIR MAY WISH TO LAY BEFORE THE COUNCIL
	None

62/25	TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL HELD ON 18th SEPTEMBER 2025
	Resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 18th September 2025 be accepted as a correct record after 58/25 was amended to delete the statement that the  meeting was being held one week later than usual as this was an error.  

63/25		TO REPORT ON MATTERS ARISING NOT ON THE AGENDA FOR 			INFORMATION ONLY
None

64/25		TO AGREE THAT MEMBERS OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC BE 				ASKED TO LEAVE THE MEETING FOLLOWING AGENDA ITEM 18
Resolved that members of the press and public be asked to leave the meeting following agenda item 13

65/25	 	TO RECEIVE THE POLICE REPORT
A written report had been received and was presented by Cllr Jones. It had been a fairly quiet period with no major issues. 

The Clerk reported that she had received a response from Chief Constable’s Office clearly stating that Woolley Grange falls under the jurisdiction of West Yorkshire Police. An update would be given as to what action the Force was taking to rectify the anomaly once a full response had been received.

66/25	           TO UPDATE ON GROUNDS MAINTENANCE WORK
a) Gritting and Snow Clearance – Resolved to continue to use Gritting Direct for the forthcoming winter and to advise them about the free grit which was available from WMDC again.

b) Information Board – Woolley Grange.  Cllr Robson gave an update.  Resolved to place on the next agenda with a view to making a decision on a final design and contractor.

c) Cllr Jones had received a quotation relating to the bollards around The Green  some of which had been damaged and would need to be replaced.  Initially the quote was for 43 replacements but following discussion it was resolved to replace the worst 11 only.

d) Vegetation overgrowing fencing at Haigh Playground – to place on next agenda as Cllr Willis was not present to give an update.

e) Resolved to replace the missing and broken hedging around the recreation ground caused by pedestrians and the contractor would erect a short temporary fence to allow the hedge to establish better and will then be removed. (£115)

67/25	TO DISCUSS FINANCIAL MATTERS 

Clerk advised that she had inadvertently paid two invoices twice. Once in August and then in September to :-
Hudson Horticultural                             180.00
Vision ICT web hosting                         175.76

The amount of £180 had already been repaid by Hudson’s and she was awaiting repayment from Vision ICT.
                       
Payments were authorised to 
Reimbursement of £225.54 for 3 sets of replacement defibrillator pads from Wel Medical made to Cllr Robson
Clerk Salary  - October                        £311.70
PKF Littlejohn Auditors                      £252.00
KJA payroll                                          £108.00

                                    Bank Balance £72,691.27 prior to above payments

                              b) Parish Council Quarter Balance Sheet
The balance sheet for the quarter to 30th September 2025 was presented by the Clerk, approved by all members and signed by the Chair, Cllr Robson.

68/25		 TO RECEIVE ITEMS OF CORRESPONDENCE
i) PKF Littlejohn, Auditors – The external audit was now complete and the Notice of Conclusion of the Audit which details rights of inspection had been published on the website and in the 3 Parish Notice Boards as was required along with Sections 1,2, &3 of the AGAR.
                                                     
69/25		TO DISCUSS PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

A discussion took place in relation to alterations to and re-submission of 25/00142/FUL which was an application to add 2 stables and an equestrian store at Back Lane, Woolley.    As it was felt that this was still inappropriate in relation to the green belt it was resolved to object to the application on similar grounds as previously 
                     
70/25	TO DISCUSS PARISH MATTERS INCLUDING DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORT

	Cllrs Nicholls and Harvey updated the Council on items of interest and in particular the sale of Woolley Hall. They had been at a meeting today where they asked questions about the sale which had been reported in the press previously.  They were told they could not be given the information requested as this was said to be commercially sensitive and in fact the sale would not be concluded for a few weeks.   Parish Councillors expressed their profound disappointment that the Leader of the Council had not fulfilled her previous promise keep the Council and Residents Association updated on any proposals and resolved to write to Cllr Jeffrey seeking further information as to the intended use of the building, the purchaser, the purchase price and safeguards to ensure the integrity of the Grade 11 Listed building.  
t
                        Cllr Harvey reported that another solar farm application at Low Farm had been submitted and she had submitted an objection.   Cllr Nicholls also reported that a PACT meeting as to be held on 23rd October which any resident could attend; benefits roadshows were being organised throughout the District to assist residents with claims.

[bookmark: _Hlk209706814]	Woolley Grange –  The Hill had been resurfaced at long last.  A Halloween event was being organised.
Haigh –. Nothing to report.
Woolley Village and Village Hall – Cllr Jones reported that residents had again cleared out the vegetation from the sheep dip and the Parish Council expressed its thanks for this ongoing work.
Woolley Hall – See above.
Neighbourhood Plan – No update.

71/25	TO AGREE DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
                        The next meeting would be held on 13 NOVEMBER 2025 in the Village Hall, The Green, Woolley at 7pm.

IN PRIVATE
No items


Signed…………………………                Dated……………………………….
Chair

------------------------------------------------------





WOOLLEY PARISH COUNCIL
NOTES OF PUBLIC SESSION HELD 18th SEPTEMBER 2025

District Councillors Andy Nicholl, Sam Harvey and one member of the public in attendance.

An issue was raised about members of the public driving the wrong way around the small roundabout on Woolley Grange at peak times (including the school bus).  This to be flagged with the Police.  Off Road motor-bikers were again causing a nuisance. Two 1,000 litre water butts had been stolen from the allotment garden despite the presence of CCTV cameras.

Signed………………………………….                          Dated … ……………………………….
