    WOOLLEY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 8th JANUARY 2026

Present: Councillors C Robson, M Willis, I White, A Jones, P Dyke and D Smih.

In attendance: District Councillor Andy Nicholl and one member of the public.

As Councillor Robson had suffered a fall   and broken her wrist and was feeing unwell the Deputy Chairman, Cllr M Willis Chaired the meeting. Cllr Robson was wished a speedy recovery.

98/25           TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
		District Councillor Cllr S Harvey, Cllr E Rowbottom

99/25		DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON AGENDA
There were no declarations of interest. Resolved that a general dispensation be granted to all Councillors to enable them to discuss any objections to planning applications
 
100/25          TO RECEIVE SUCH ITEMS THAT THE CHAIR MAY WISH TO LAY BEFORE THE COUNCIL
	 Agreed to move the precept discussion to the end of the meeting.
	
101/25	TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL HELD ON 11th DECEMBER 2025
	Resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 11th December 2025 be accepted as a correct record.

102/25	TO REPORT ON MATTERS ARISING NOT ON THE AGENDA FOR INFORMATION ONLY
None

103/25	TO AGREE THAT MEMBERS OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC BE ASKED TO LEAVE THE MEETING FOLLOWING AGENDA ITEM 13
Resolved that members of the press and public be asked to leave the meeting following agenda item 13

104/25 	TO RECEIVE THE POLICE REPORT
A written report had been received and was presented by Cllr Jones. 

105/25	TO UPDATE ON GROUNDS MAINTENANCE WORK

a) Gritting and Snow Clearance – The Parish had been gritted 3 times already by our contractor and all the grit bins were to be filled up.
b) Information Board – Woolley Grange.  – Cllr Robson gave an update.  A quote had been received from Rhubarb Design for £750 for the panel only. A second quote had been received to supply and fit. Three amendments could be made initially to the content and the company would incorporate these or change as required. The cost for everything once completed would be £3.630.  Cllr Robson had used a lot of the content in the initial design from WGRA and indicated it was possible to apply from a grant from WMDC.  Cllr Nicholl said he would forward the grant application form.   To place on next agenda when the matter should be finalised.
c) Vegetation overgrowing fencing at Haigh Playground – Cllr Willis had spoken to the farmer about the vegetation but agreed to have another word with him about a permanent solution to the problem.

106/25	TO DISCUSS FINANCIAL MATTERS 

	Income
                    VAT refunds from HMRC                              £5078.68
                     
i) Payments were authorised to 
Clerk Salary  - January                                   £311.70
T & D Contractors                                       £6,180.00
KJA payroll                                                      108.00
Vision ICT – email hosting                              168.00

                     Bank Balance £74,669.09 prior to above payments

ii) Quarter Balance Sheet
The balance sheet to the end of December was presented by the Clerk. This was agreed by the meeting with no issues raised and signed by the Chairperson. The Clerk advised that all VAT had been reclaimed up to 31st December 2025.

iii) 2026/27 Precept application - discussion moved to end of the meeting.





107/25	TO RECEIVE ITEMS OF CORRESPONDENCE
                    
From WGRA regarding Section 106 money of £184,625.66 due to be distributed by Barnsley MDC following an application to build 114 dwellings on the former Woolley Colliery site in Darton. This money had been allocated for formal recreation and child and youth facilities and was currently to be divided beteeen WC Village playground and Woolley Miners Cricket Club.  WGRA believe that Woolley Grange should be considered when distributing these funds given the shared use of facilities especially as there was a previous precedent where Wakefield MDC had allocated two thirds of a previous S106 agreement to the same recipients.   Following discussion it was Resolved to write to WMDC setting out these points and requesting that they contact their counterparts in Barnsley to advocated for Woolley Grange’s inclusion in the allocation of funds.  This would be particularly helpful in renovating Woolley Grange playground especially as the residents of the new development are just as likely to use the Woolley Grange playground as the playround in the WC Village.

108/25	TO DISCUSS PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
                      None
                   
109/25	TO DISCUSS PARISH MATTERS INCLUDING DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORT
                    Cllr Nicholl reported on items of interest and answered questions. He mentioned issues with Boom Energy and the proposed solar farm at New Hall Farm where it appeared Boom had handed on the planning permission and lease to another firm so the project is stalled. He gave an update on the previous Council meeting which had lasted for many hours and the proposed Council tax increase.

                    Cllr Dyke reported on the amount of litter at the MOTO service station, especially n the north bound exit ramp and agreed to try and speak to management about getting this cleaned up.
                  
[bookmark: _Hlk209706814]	Woolley Grange –  The AGM of the Residents Association was scheduled for next week.
Haigh – Nothing to report.
Woolley Village and Village Hall – Clr Dyke had purchased replacement football nets for the recreation ground and it was agreed to reimburse the cost.
Woolley Hall – Although not officially notified it was reported in the press that the sale had now been concluded.
Neighbourhood Plan – A meeting had been held about mapping and the issue was ongoing.

110/25	TO AGREE DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting would be held on 12th FEBRUARY 2026 in the Village Hall, The Green, Woolley at 7pm. 

(106/25)	2026/27 Precept application - discussion moved from earlier in the meeting.

                     The Clerk presented forward projections for the following year’s likely spending and the impact of various increases on the amount of precept to be levied.  Following a full discussion it was resolved to increase the precent to £32,500 which was an increase of 3.6% (£1.66 on a Band D property). 


IN PRIVATE
No items


Signed…………………………                Dated……………………………….
Chair


------------------------------------------------------



WOOLLEY PARISH COUNCIL
NOTES OF PUBLIC SESSION HELD 8th JANUARY 2026

One of the public and District Councillor Andy Nicholl in attendance.

 It was reported that off-road bikes were causing a nuisance again and to flag this with the Police.


Signed………………………………….          

Dated …………………………………………
