Woolley Parish Council Chairman’s Annual Report 2007/8

I am pleased to say that this year has been the most stable since I took over as Chairman. This has to be mainly down to our clerk, Maureen Cummings who has sorted out all the outstanding issues and has got us back on the straight and narrow. My thanks go especially to Maureen. 

As you know, Woolley Parish Council contributes to the SAFE scheme with West Yorkshire Police and I am pleased to say that this has resulted in minimal crime in our Parish this year. This would not be the case if it were not for PC David Laybourne who has again shown total commitment to the Parish, including attending all the PC meetings.

Our Parish has grown somewhat this year as the new development at Woolley Grange takes shape and I am delighted that we have been able to welcome two of their residents onto the Council. When the development is complete it will more than double the number of residences in the Parish.

Councillor Mark Willis has put a lot of his own time into attending meetings of the Woolley Grange Group.  Together with District Councillor June Drysdale, This has enabled them to put pressure on Barnsley MBC to use the majority of the Section 106 money for the benefit of the residents of Woolley Grange. 

My biggest disappointment in the year is that we still have a major problem with vehicles speeding down Haigh Lane. Despite increased Police presence with speed equipment, new flashing warning signs and the chicanes, drivers still put our Haigh residents at risk by the speed at which they drive both up and down that stretch of road. Woolley Parish Council will continue to put pressure on the District Council to provide further speed restricting measures.

Some time ago Woolley Parish Council was offered the chance to buy a small piece of land in Haigh that had previously been owned by the YEB and used as a sub station. We have considered the idea of tidying up the site and making a small garden with a seating area and were delighted when our local District Councillors were instrumental in obtaining a grant of £5,000 for the Parish Council to improve the site. I expect work to start shortly.

The Parish Council held its February meeting in the Chapel, Haigh Lane, Haigh to discuss with as many Haigh residents as possible their views on what should be done on the site and it was unanimously decided to create a small memorial garden. 

Further meetings in Haigh are planned for July and October this year. 

The subject of a bus shelter in Woolley Village has been on the agenda for some time and I am hopeful that our recent discussions with Metro will see a shelter erected on the Green in the coming year. We did have concerns earlier in the year regarding the bus service through the village but again through the efforts of both Parish and District Councillors we managed to convince the bus company of the need to maintain a service into and through the village.
This year has also seen the publication of our first Newsletter with two editions being published and distributed around the Parish. The response to these newsletters has been very positive and it is intended to produce them on a quarterly basis. We have also carried out a survey of the Parish and the results from this will also be analysed and where appropriate, action taken.

We also had over 1,000 mixed bulbs planted on The Green and are hoping to put up some hanging baskets this year to brighten up The Green and along Haigh Lane.  We are hoping that over the next couple of years we can expand this to Woolley Grange.

The Parish Council are also looking at setting up a Web Site to enable all residents’ easier access to the Minutes, news items and the yearly Parish Council’s accounts. 
It’s been a truly busy year for the Parish Council. I would particularly like to thank my fellow councillors who have supported me during this year and worked tirelessly for the good of the Parish. We are all unpaid and give up own time to try and put something back into their community
David Jones

Chairman, Woolley Parish Council
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