Woolley Parish Council Chairman’s Annual Report 2008/9

I would like to welcome you all here this evening and for giving me the opportunity  to report on what has been a busy and very full year for the Parish Council

I am pleased first of all to report that 2008/9 saw our Parish Council move into the 21st Century with the development of our own web site. It went live on 29th October and has already had 1371 hits. From a slow beginning with a couple of hits a day it is now averaging 12 hits daily. The most visited pages are our Minutes with 460 hits and the Newsletter with 371. Countries visiting the site include USA, Spain, South Africa, Germany, Australia, Thailand and the Ivory Coast. 

We continue to support the West Yorkshire Police SAFE scheme and the level of crime in the Parish is minimal although there are pockets of problems that are being addressed. My biggest disappointment again this year has been speeding in the Parish and particularly down Haigh Lane. Please help us keep our Parish safe and reduce your speed. We have an excellent police representative in David Laybourne who continues to be a regular at our Council meetings and I thank him for his support.

I reported last year that work was due to start on the Memorial Garden on the site of the old YEB substation in Haigh. The garden is now complete and has been welcomed by the residents. We have also placed an order for a new notice board that will be sited in the Memorial Garden. A similar notice board will be installed at Woolley Grange once the development is complete.

The new Woolley Grange Development has continued to grow and now forms a substantial part of our Parish. There have been problems with rogue bikers in the adjoining fields and the recent heavy snowfalls have also presented their own problems to residents as the roads in Woolley Grange have yet to be adopted. A Residents Association is also being formed and I know that Councillors Julie Parkin & Jim Bayley are involved in this my thanks go them for their excellent work 

We are about to update our Parish Plan that was first published in February 2006.  The update will include the aspirations of our Woolley Grange residents and also update all residents on the differences that have been made since the publication. 

An integral part of the support we get from Wakefield MDC comes via our District Councillors and my thanks go to June Drysdale, Bryan Denson and John Colley for their sterling work during the year.

The long saga of the bus shelter in Woolley is over and we now have a brand new shelter on the green, which hopefully will be a dry haven for people using the bus service.

Concern has been expressed about parking on the village green especially when there were events in the village and the Parish Council took the decision to protect our green the trees and bulbs by erecting bollards all the way around it.

We have again planted more bulbs and hanging baskets have been ordered for both Woolley & Woolley Grange. Unfortunately the lamp standards on Haigh Lane are not suitable for hanging baskets however the Memorial Garden ensures there is a splash of colour in this part of our Parish

We have had an excellent response following the publication of our Newsletters and are grateful to the Church for ensuring our Newsletter gets delivered with the Church Magazine to every house in the Parish. 

During the year grants have been given to Woolley Grange Residents Association, Woolley Horse Show, and the Church.

A recent rare sight in Woolley has been the traffic lights by Mount Farm where thankfully and following much pressure from the Parish Council the dangerous wall is now undergoing major repair.

It has also been refreshing this year to see more people coming to our council meetings held in both Haigh and Woolley. This has made the meetings much more lively. Everyone is welcome to come and listen and take advantage of the 15-minute public session at the start of each meeting to make any comments about issues affecting our Parish.

Our Council would not operate as well as it does without the help and support of Maureen our clerk. My thanks go to her for the hard work she has put in, particularly on the Newsletter and Website and of course ensuring our accounts always balance.

It has been another busy year for the Parish Council. I would particularly like to thank the Vice Chairman Councillor Mark Willis along with all my fellow councillors who have supported me during this year and worked tirelessly for the good of our Parish. 

We are all unpaid and give up own time to try and put something back into our community. 

David Jones

Chairman, Woolley Parish Council
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