Chairman’s Address

Woolley Annual Parishioners Meeting
Presented: Mark Willis, WPC Chairman
14th April, 2011

Thank you for attending this, the Woolley Annual Parishioners Meeting. As you will be aware this meeting commences with the Chairman’s Annual address followed by the Parish meeting.
I would like to start, if I may, by reviewing the past year and reflecting on the year to come. The previous year saw the retirement of David Jones as chairman, a role that he has held for the past 6 years. Despite his many years of dedicated service as Chairman, and not forgetting his 20 or so years as a member of the Parish Council, David has graciously offered to hold the role of Vice Chairman and I am grateful to be able to benefit from his experience, support and assistance in this respect. Thank you Councillor Jones.
Whilst dwelling on times and roles past, I’d like to make particular mention of John Colley, one of our District Councillors who has provided invaluable assistance over the past year, particularly when working in partnership with Wakefield Metropolitan District Council. Cllr Colley has kept us up to date and appraised of many (and probably all) matters within the Parish. We look forward to similar support from our other District Councillors in the future.

The Parish Council through the Safe Scheme provides enhanced additional policing in the Parish. Particular focus has been paid this year to try to address concerns raised by parishioners regarding speeding, in particular along Haigh & Woolley Edge Lane. Despite the best efforts of all concerned the problem still persists, 114 fixed penalty notices and 58 verbal warnings being issued in the year prior to the WPC Meeting March 2011. The Council will however continue to work through the Safe Scheme and in conjunction with WMDC to develop further deterrents to speeding along Haigh Lane and other ‘black spots’ in the parish. The Safe Scheme does provide the council with the ability to target police response to address concerns and issues in the Parish. Other than deterring speeding, this facility has been used in target resources to address nuisance bikers and general parking issues at Woolley Grange, and may be used at the Council’s discretion to address any future issues. The Safe Scheme has been actively supported by PC David Laybourne and more recently Sgt. Jonathan Day. The Council would like to convey their thanks for their regular attendance and reports at Parish Council meetings.
Over the past year the Council has sought to encourage greater community involvement and, in particular, at Parish Council meetings. Parish meetings are, it must be reflected, generally poorly attended unless matters of singular interest or sometimes of a contentious nature are tabled for discussion. The public session before the Parish Council meeting provides an ideal opportunity for members of the public to bring any reasonable matters to the attention of the council. Following the Parish Council meeting in December, an open public event was publicised to encourage attendance on an informal basis, refreshments being provided as further incentive. It is unfortunate that the event was not more widely attended although the timing of the event coincided with the advent of yet more inclement weather.
At the beginning of the year the Parish Council, through the newsletter, Web Site and Councillors, sought to invite suggestions from the public regarding ‘Parish Projects’ that would be worthy of the Council’s consideration. In past years the Parish Council has been involved in the development of the Haigh Memorial Garden, the Bus Shelter at Woolley Green and more recently the Notice Board and Boundary Stone at Woolley Grange. The Parish Council actively supports projects across the Parish, many of which may not be readily apparent to the casual observer, Hanging Baskets and Planters, maintenance of facilities such as the War Memorial Garden, Woolley Village Hall, and playgrounds at Haigh and Woolley.

Having publicised the Council’s desire to seek worthy ‘projects’ in the Parish, very few suggestions were actually received. One suggestion which was brought to the attention of the Council was the provision of Christmas Trees. The subject - it must be observed - did generate prolonged and lengthy discussion. In considering any proposal to spend Parish Precept monies the council must act to ensure that all areas of the Parish are treated equally and fairly, and in fact proper use is made of public money, or in this case this Parish Precept.  In practical terms it is not possible to offer the same facilities to all areas of the Parish at the same time and in fact to do so would not be prudent as needs differ within different areas of the Parish at different times.

In this case it was decided that responsibility for provision of the trees lay with WMDC. Unfortunately however, there comes a time when the public purse will stretch no further and WMDC were regretfully unable to extend the provision of trees to Woolley Grange. In this respect we are pleased to highlight the activities of one of our Councillors, Jim Bayley, who with the Parish Clerk was instrumental in successfully obtaining the supply of two trees for Woolley Grange. The Parish Council for its part looks forward to considering the support of an electrical socket to provide power for lights for the trees and, it is hoped, power for future activities on the green at Woolley Grange.  
The position of Parish Councillor is an unpaid position and one that Councillors fulfil without party political or personal aims. Members of the Council willingly give up their time to act in the belief that they can provide a worthwhile benefit to the community and the Parish in general. I would urge existing or potential Councillors to consider the needs of all Parishioners, and the Parish in general, in their discussions and deliberations. At this stage I would like to thank my fellow Councillors for their support and attendance throughout the year.

The vote of thanks would not be complete without mention of our Parish Clerk, Judy Box. Judy has brought vast experience to the Council and, it must be observed, has shown extreme commitment and dedication to ‘getting things done’, in of course a proper and professional manner. It is often said that the role of Chairman is merely to act as spokesman for the Council, the Clerk actually doing all the work. I’m sure our Clerk would whole heartedly support this statement. Thank you Judy, for all your hard work over the last year.
And last but not least, you, the parishioners of the Parish of Woolley. Please continue to support the Council, to attend the meetings and please use the opportunity provided to bring matters to the attention of the Council. We depend upon your involvement if the Council is to provide proper and effective benefit to the community.
I would like to end the Chairman’s address at this point and look forward to your attendance at the Parish Council meeting at 7.30pm. 

Thank you for attending.

Mark Willis

Chairman

