WOOLLEY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 8th DECEMBER 2011
Present: Councillors M Willis, D Jones, C Smith, J Bayley, M Brookes and J Parkin. 
In attendance: District Cllr J Colley, Sgt Day
99/11

TO ACCEPT APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were accepted from Cllr Padgett.
100/11

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON AGENDA
There were no declarations of interest.
101/11

TO RECEIVE SUCH ITEMS THAT THE CHAIRMAN MAY WISH TO 


LAY BEFORE THE COUNCIL
As Councillor Colley had to leave the meeting earlier the Chairman suggested that he be allowed to give his report to the meeting just prior to the Police Report.

Resolved that Cllr Colley should report as suggested. 
102/11
TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 10th NOVEMBER 2011.
Resolved that the minutes of the 10th November be accepted as a correct record.
103/11

TO REPORT ON MATTERS ARISING NOT ON THE AGENDA FOR 


INFORMATION ONLY

None

104/11

TO AGREE THAT MEMBERS OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC BE 



ASKED TO LEAVE THE MEETING FOLLOWING AGENDA ITEM 15
There were no private items on the Agenda.
105/11

UPDATE REPORT FROM CLLR COLLEY
Cllr Colley updated the meeting on the current situation in relation to Woolley Grange footpaths, Water Lane wall repairs, a meeting was to be held with Highways and the Police about HGV routes/signs, the automated ‘slow’ sign to be erected on Woolley Edge Lane, Woolley Colliery Trust Fund, and that the suggestion of mirrors on Haigh Lane had been rejected as ineffective.
106/11
            TO RECEIVE THE POLICE REPORT

Sgt Day presented a written report for October. Officers had worked 20 hours on the SAFE scheme in the last month. 3 fixed penalty tickets, 6 speed awareness tickets and 16 verbal warnings had been issued. 6 tickets had been issued for contravening the roundabout on Woolley Grange and 2 for defective lights. All areas of the parish had been patrolled both on the SAFE scheme and during normal policing duties. 5 crimes had been reported consisting of 3 house burglaries, one in outbuildings and one theft from a vehicle. There were no ASB calls in November.
Cllr Brookes informed the meeting of a problem with deer crossing the road near Bramley Lane which could be a hazard to motorists.  

Resolved that Sgt Day be thanked for his report.

107/11
TO UPDATE ON ELECTRICTITY SPUR AND WOOLLEY EDGE BOUNDARY STONE
                   
Electricity Spur – Nothing further to report at this stage.
Boundary Stone – Awaiting further contact from the firm as to the lettering and exact date of installation.
108/11

TO UPDATE ON GROUNDS MAINTENANCE 

The Outdoor Maintenance Co – Mr C Johnson attended the meeting and answered questions in relation to his company and the work they could do, trigger mechanisms to instigate snow/ice clearance and insurance requirements. Mr Johnson was thanked for his attendance and after he had left Councillors discussed the matter.
Resolved that the Clerk would clarify the public liability insurance requirements and if satisfactory Mr Johnson would be asked to carry out any snow clearance work required before the next meeting when the issue would be reviewed. Cllr Willis would, in the meantime, obtain further details from the second firm who had shown an interest in carrying out the work.
Grit Bins: These were now in place and filled with grit. Cllr Jones to be asked to  pursue contact with the farmer about storage of the pallet of free grit from WMDC.

109/11
TO DISCUSS FINANCIAL MATTERS


i)
Approval of payment of accounts.



Clerk Salary                                   £  91.68


HMRC 
                               £ 142.80


T & D Contractors
                   £3582.00


T & D Contractors                         £ 384.00
Resolved that the above payments be approved.

ii) Discussion ensued about items of expenditure for the next financial year. A request was made on behalf of Woolley Grange Residents Association as to whether the Parish Council could take over responsibility of the Woolley Grange Playground. The Clerk asked that WGRA send in further details of approximate costs and Cllr Smith agreed to make the request.
Resolved that the Clerk would pursue this matter further and report back to the January meeting.

110/11

TO RECEIVE ITEMS OF CORRESPONDENCE


WMDC – licence for hanging baskets.

B38 Group – consultation on land on Woolley Colliery Road.

Fire Brigades Union – proposed cuts in fire cover.

Groundwork Pride – details of grounds maintenance services.

BTCV – advice on conservation projects.


Resolved that the correspondence be received and actions noted.
111/11

TO DISCUSS PLANNING APPLICATIONS

2 minor planning applications relating to the Parish were discussed. 
112/11

TO DISCUSS PARISH MATTERS

a) Woolley Grange
The WGRA were holding a Christmas event with Carols on the green, a brass band and Santa to which all residents were invited.
b) Haigh

No further issues raised other than the traffic issues raised in the public part of the meeting.
c) Woolley Village

No issues.
113/11

TO AGREE ITEMS FOR THE WEB SITE

Resolved that the November minutes, Police report and Christmas Greetings message be placed on the website.
114/11

TO AGREE DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held on Thursday 12th January 2012 at 7.30pm in The Village Hall, The Green, Woolley. 
IN PRIVATE

There were no items.

Signed…………………………                Dated……………………………….

Chairman
WOOLLEY PARISH COUNCIL

NOTES OF PUBLIC SESSION HELD 

8th December 2011
There were two members of the public present together with Sgt. Day and Cllr J Colley.
One member of the public rather aggressively and impolitely raised the issue of speeding on Haigh Lane and accused the Police, Council and former Chairman of the Council of doing nothing about the issue. Sgt Day and Councillors including the former Chairman advised on the many hours of Police time spent on traffic issues in that location and highlighted what action the Council had instigated over a considerable period of time. The council further advised the member of the public of the action taken by WMDC to try to reduce speeding including the erection of speed warning signs, and consideration of further speed reduction measures including speed humps. The council advised that it considered that all action could be reasonably considered to be within its power had been taken.

The unwarranted personal verbal attack on the previous Chairman resulted in him leaving the meeting.

A second member of the public raised an issue that he had seen in the Church Parish magazine relating to the use cameras on the access road at Woolley Grange Services which had resulted in letters to some residents about parking at the services. An explanation was given by Sgt Day in relation to it being a private road.
