WOOLLEY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD 

8th April 2010
Present:  Councillors David Jones, Mrs Ann Frost, Robert Frost, Michael Padgett, J Bayley, Mark Willis.
In attendance:  3 members of the public.
Apologies for absence: Councillor Mrs Julia Parkin, District Councillors Mrs June Drysdale, John Colley, Bryan Denson
1. TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD 9TH APRIL 2009
Resolved: that the minutes of the meeting held 9th April 2009 are a correct record. 
2. 
CHAIRMANS REPORT
Woolley Parish Council Chairman’s Annual Report 2009/10

I would welcome you all here this evening to Woolley Annual Parishioners Meeting.

One of the major issues that has affected us all during the year was the dreadful weather we experienced in the early part of 2010 and this had a major influence on travel not only in the Parish but also throughout the whole country. We struggled to get the gritting lorries to come into the Parish, particularly in Woolley Grange where the adoption of the roads on the development remains an issue.

The Council was pleased to be able to offer some initial support this year for the formalisation of Woolley Grange Residents Association. They have had to tackle some difficult issues within the development, particularly the proposed spoil tip reclamation scheme involving importation of soils and composting facility on the former site of Woolley Colliery. The sterling work done by the Residents Association with support from both District and Parish Councillors has provided a sensible outcome to the issue.

The West Yorkshire Police SAFE Scheme continued to provide us with additional policing resulting in fewer crimes in the Parish although we do continue to suffer from speeding motorists, especially down Haigh Lane. This year has seen even more police activity on this stretch of road but unfortunately the message still does not seem to be getting through to all the drivers who use this road. We are continuing to encourage the District Council to provide further means of deterring the speeding vehicles.

Haigh has also continued to have problems with large vehicles trying to access the M1 down Haigh Lane. To provide an earlier warning the “Low Bridge Ahead” sign has been sited nearer the top of the hill. 

One issue that unfortunately we can have little control over is the amount of fly tipping taking place throughout the Parish. I would urge anyone witnessing this activity to make a note of registration numbers of the offenders and report this immediately to the authorities. WMDC does have a team who is very prompt at dealing with these issues but inevitably the costs will always come back to us all.

Dog fouling has also become an issue and during the year your Parish Council has introduced notices and bins for waste throughout the Parish to try and help improve this situation.

The Parish Council was also pleased to be able to maintain the same Precept for the coming year, which has meant a reduction per household due to the increased number of properties in the Parish.

Both our website and Parish Newsletter have been a success this year, particularly the Newsletter, which we believe, is the most direct way of informing everyone in the Parish of what is happening.

This year also saw our Parish Clerk change. Maureen Cummings had done a sterling job however she wanted to spend more time on her other public work and we were delighted to secure the services of Judy Box, who I am pleased to say has taken over the reigns of the role extremely well.

My thanks must also go to our District Councillors who have attended our meetings and given their support during the year on various issues within the Parish.

Finally, I would like to take this particular opportunity of thanking all my fellow Councillors for their support during the year, particularly as I have decided to stand down as Chairman at the AGM of the Parish Council in May, to give our other Councillors the opportunity of filling this chair. I originally agreed to take the role for a stop gap period of six months due to my other commitments, however as always happens in these situations six months became six years! I have been a Parish Councillor for 20 years and I will continue in that role and give whatever support I can to the new Chair.

Your Parish Council continues to work hard for the good of the Parish and we are always encouraged to see members of the public from the Parish attending our monthly meetings.

3. 
ANY BUSINESS THAT MAY BE TRANSACTED

None.
Signed







Dated







